
COMM5632 Topical Studies in Journalism II - Infographics and Data Visualisation
Saturday  2:30pm-5:15pm

Instructor: Dr Kai Chi Leung

Email: leungkaichihk@gmail.com


Course Description  
This course discusses issues related to data-based storytelling through charts, diagrams, maps, 
and other forms of visualization in professional communication. Theoretical issues such as 
principles in problem modeling, graphic design, and data processing will be covered. Practical 
issues such as limitations related to media form and workflow will also be discussed. Particular 
attention will be made to ethical issues and common pitfalls in data visualization.


Learning Objectives 
After completing this course, students should be able to:

- Discover where to find useful data and assess its validity

- Dissect the data and analysis it for story

- Analysis and critique infographics and data visualizations in the media, and propose 

alternatives that would improve them

- Plan for data-based storytelling through various forms of visualizations

- Design infographics and data visualizations that are not just attractive but, more importantly, 

accurate and informative


Learning Activities

* You are recommended to bring a laptop/tablet to class for participation in demo activities.

Assessment:
Workshops (10%, 15%, 20%):
Three in-class workshops will be conducted to walk through several basic conceptual and technical 
issues in data visualization. You will be given tasks to complete with initial guidance from the 
instructors. You are then expected to complete the tasks independently. Your submissions will be 
assessed for their accuracy, functionality, attractiveness, and insightfulness.

Final Project (Proposal 10%, Output 30%, Write-up 15%):
You should prepare a comprehensive infographics in the form of a website to be primarily read on 
a cellphone. The default topic is the Legco by-elections held in March 2018. It should inform the 
audience a salient aspect of the election through the use of data-based visualizations. You may 
work on a different topic with prior permission from the instructor.

Week Date Content
1 Jan 15 Data Visualization and the Society
2 Jan 22 Visualisation as Modeling
3 Jan 29 Visual Language: Color and Text
4 Feb 12 Visual Language: Layout and Design
5 Feb 19 * Workshop 1: Problem Modeling and Basic Visualization
6 Feb 26 * Data Collection and Preparation I
7 Mar 5 * Data Collection and Preparation I
8 Mar 12 Types of Charts
9 Mar 19 * Workshop 2: Data Preparation and Exploration

10 Mar 26 Cartography for Journalism I
11 Apr 2 Cartography for Journalism II
12 Apr 9 * Workshop 3: Basic Cartography
13 Apr 23 Presentation - Final Project
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You should first submit a one-page proposal by Mar 26. It should include a list of data source, a 
narrative of the story you want to tell through your project, supplemented with sketches of 
visualizations you expect to produce.

On Apr 23 you will present an output and walkthrough it in front of the whole class. It will be 
assessed for its accuracy, functionality, attractiveness, and insightfulness. Charts and diagrams 
should be organized in a logical and an easily followed manner. Provide introductory and 
supplementary text as needed. The project should be self-contained and self-explanatory.

By Apr 30 you will need to submit a write up of your final project. It should discuss the difficulties 
you encountered in planning and production, and your reflection on how you tackled them. Do not 
write more than three pages.

Grade Descriptors

*Sub-division (i.e. B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+) can still be used, if needed.

Feedback for evaluation 
Students are welcome to give comments and feedback at any time during the class. Stop by to 
talk to the instructor or teaching assistants. You can also send us emails.


References on Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the 
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. 
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are 
aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. In the case of group projects, all 
students of the same group should be asked to sign the declaration, each of whom is responsible 
should there be any plagiarized contents in the group project, irrespective of whether he/she has 
signed the declaration and whether he/she has contributed directly or indirectly to the plagiarized 
contents.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and 
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon 
students' uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the properly signed 
declaration will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be 
submitted via VeriGuide.

The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose (e.g. to 
satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect shall be 
regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submission. It is common and acceptable to 
reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s own work; but wholesale reuse is 
problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) concerned should be obtained 
prior to the submission of the piece of work.

The declaration form to be attached to assignments can be found at: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/
policy/academichonesty/Eng_htm_files_(2013-14)/p10.htm


Grade Overall course
A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.
A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
B * Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some 

learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, 
resulting in overall substantial performance.

C* Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a 
few weaknesses.

D* Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes
F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet 

specified assessment requirements.
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Week 1-2
Functional - p306-313
Truthful - Introduction, Chapter 1,2,3

Week 3-4
Functional - Chapter 3,4,5,6,7

Week 6-8
Truthful - Chapter 6,7,8,9,11

Week 10-11
Truthful - Chapter 10

There are plentiful of interesting infographics sites online (and some webcomics sites as well). Go 
check them out at:

Malofiej International Infographics Competition http://www.malofiejgraphics.com
Daily Infographics http://www.dailyinfographic.com
Digg DataViz http://digg.com/channel/data-viz
NYTimes: The Year in Visual Stories and Graphics; Upshot
XKCD https://xkcd.com/980/huge
PhD Comics http://phdcomics.com/comics/archive.php?comicid=1988
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